
 

 

 

Education, Children and Families 

 

10.00, Tuesday, 11 December 2018 

 

 
 

Year of Young People – Eurocities Conference Youth 
Programme 

Executive Summary 

This report updates members of the Education, Children and Families Committee on the 
Eurocities AGM and Conference hosted by City of Edinburgh Council in November 2018. 
The report specifically updates members of the Committee on the Youth Programme, 
developed as a world first for Eurocities and linked to the Year of Young People 2018. 

As part of its themed years programme, the Scottish Government designated 2018 as the 
Year of Young People. Young people across the country are increasingly involved in 
celebratory activities showcasing their successes and achievements, as well as 
participatory activities that influence decisions about issues affecting their lives 
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Report 

 

Year of Young People – Eurocities Conference Youth 
Programme 
 

1. Recommendations 

1.1 The Education, Children and Families Committee is asked to: 

1.1.1 Note the contents of the report 

1.1.2 Endorse the high levels of partnership across the council and with external 
partners 

1.1.3 Note the involvement of young people in shaping the Eurocities Conference 

1.1.4 Endorse the efforts to ensure there is a legacy from the Eurocities 
Conference for young people in Edinburgh and European Cities 
 

2. Background 

2.1 Eurocities is the primary membership network of European Cities and Edinburgh 
has been a member for almost 30 years. At the meeting of the Council on 29 June 
2017, the Lord Provost and the Convener of the Housing and Economy Committee 
were appointed as the Council’s representatives to the network. 

2.2 Eurocities membership comprises both EU and non-EU member countries. The 
result of the UK referendum on membership of the European Union does not affect 
the status of Edinburgh’s membership of the network nor its role as host of the 
Eurocities Conference and AGM in Edinburgh in November 2018.  

2.3 The Eurocities conference and AGM in Ljubljana in November 2017 agreed to 
launch a new initiative on 7 May 2018 called ‘Cities4Europe’ aimed at citizen 
outreach and citizen engagement across Europe, delivered through cities’ local 
democratic processes and participatory decision-making. All member cities were 
invited to engage with the ‘Cities4Europe’.  

2.4 The purpose of the ‘Cities4Europe’ initiative is to address growing divisions and 
hostility in Europe and global challenges faced by cities. 

2.5 The Corporate Policy and Strategy Committee on 27 February 2018 agreed to 
participate in the Eurocities’ ‘Cities4Europe’ initiative, recognising the opportunity to 
link activities to Year of Young People. The conclusions of the Cities4Europe will be 
presented at the Conference in Edinburgh in November. 



 

Education, Children and Families Committee 11 December 2018 Page 3 

 

2.6 On 12 December 2017 the Education, Children and Families Committee considered 
a report on Scotland's Year of Young People 2018 and opportunities for Schools 
and Lifelong Learning. This report referenced the opportunity to include the 
Council’s engagement with Eurocities and the Eurocities conference in November 
as part of the planned activities. 

2.7 The theme of the Eurocities Conference in November is Creative, Competitive 
Cities and for the first time ever in the Eurocities, Young People have been invited 
to participate as delegates.  

2.8 The inclusion of around 70 Young Ambassadors from across Europe along with 3 
young Ambassadors and 20 youth volunteers from Edinburgh is having a big impact 
on Eurocities Networks 

2.9 A major aspect of the Conference is the involvement of young people in planning 
and shaping the conference. 

2.10 Effort is being taken to ensure the legacy from the Conferenced and the Year of 
Young People is linked to developments around Child/Young Person Friendly 
Edinburgh City Vision 20150 and other learning, participation and engagement 
activities with young people. 

 

3. Main report 

3.1 Lifelong Learning’s Arts and Creative Learning and Youth Participation teams have 
been working closely with colleagues in Economic Development, developing the 
Conference programme and liaising with local partners and Eurocities in Brussels.  

3.2 In the light of the Scottish Government’s Year of Young People, Edinburgh for the 
very first time in the history of the EUORCITIES Conferences, hosted young 
ambassadors from across Europe. It is a unique opportunity for our capital and 
Scotland to show it values and appreciates the voices of young people and 
considers young people as equal partners in discussions surrounding city planning 
and urban development. Young people will join their city delegations to represent 
their concerns and ideas surrounding present and future living conditions in 
European cities.  

3.3 To support the significant Youth Programme, Economic Development funded a 
Youth Programme Curator on a freelance basis and the person appointed is 
managed by the Arts and Creative Learning Team, working in close partnership 
with Economic Development and the Lifelong Learning Youth Participation Team. 

3.4 A call to involve Young Ambassadors in the conference was extended to all 
member cities and 70 Young Ambassadors (between the ages of 16 and 30) have 
been chosen by cities to attend the conference in Edinburgh. They all have an 
interest in civic and democratic processes, some already being very involved in 
their home cities. 
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3.5 Three young Ambassadors from Edinburgh attended the conference on the same 
basis as those from other cities. Two were selected from a public call out and the 
third is a young Modern Apprentice working with Economic Development. He 
attended the Eurocities conference in Ljubljana in November 2017 and formally 
invited cities to send their young ambassadors to Edinburgh in November.  Linked 
to the themes, all three have strong cultural, creative and political interests. 

3.6 With 3 Edinburgh Young Ambassadors and 70 other European Young 
Ambassadors there will be a platform for young people to share their opinions and 
expectations surrounding the issues of transport, culture and heritage, safety, social 
inclusion, and urban green spaces. The 3-day conference will result in an increased 
engagement with and understanding of municipal decision-making processes and 
greater youth participation in civic society.  

3.7 Most of the Young Ambassadors have made a short film titled ‘If I were Mayor for a 
Day’ which provided a stimulus for conversation across a number of conference 
sessions and beyond. 

3.8 In addition, 20 young people from across Edinburgh volunteered with the 
conference youth programme. The youth programme volunteers included 
secondary school pupils (Trinity Academy, Firrhill High School, Balerno High School 
and undergraduates (University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh College).  

3.9 The Arts and Creative Learning Team is also worked with a professional artist and 
two young autistic volunteers whose artwork is features on the Youth Ambassador 
Conference t-shirts. Young dancers and musicians from Edinburgh schools and 
drama students from Edinburgh college will showcase Edinburgh as an inclusive, 
child and young person friendly city where young talent is nurtured and showcased. 

3.10 Edinburgh’s Eurocities Young Ambassadors and youth programme volunteers will 
be encouraged and supported to engage in an expressive arts project that shows 
Edinburgh through a young person’s lens. An Edinburgh-based Visual Artist, will 
provide guidance and training in capturing unique corners of Edinburgh and 
presenting photographs in creative and imaginative ways. A project exhibition will 
be on display throughout the EUROCITIES 2018 Edinburgh Conference. 

3.11 Alison Greaves was the UK’s representative at the United Nations 2017 Winter 
Youth Assembly summit in 2017. Alison will be directly engaged in a number of 
activities throughout the conference sharing her experience as a youth 
representative who speaks on behalf of young people across the UK. 

3.12 Screen Education Edinburgh were engaged as the official conference film-makers. 
Two young film-makers were actively involved in interviewing delegates, filing the 
entire conference and are working on the edit of the final film, which will be shared 
across the Eurocities network and in Edinburgh. 

 

4. Measures of success 
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4.1 Young people from across the Eurocities networks, including Edinburgh, are better 
connected and continue city to city discussions via a social media group. 

4.2 Young people in Edinburgh are engaged with the ideas and learning generated 
during the Eurocities conference. 

4.3 Eurocities networks and working groups involve young people, their ideas and 
opinions and take forward more youth participation in working groups, conferences 
etc. 

 

5. Financial impact 

5.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

6. Risk, policy, compliance and governance impact 

6.1 There are no adverse impacts arising from this report.   

 

7. Equalities impact 

7.1 There are no adverse impacts arising from this report. 

7.2 Legacy ideas and activities for young people generated as a result of the Eurocities 
conference, will have a positive impact on equalities. 

 

8. Sustainability impact 

8.1 There are no adverse impacts arising from this report. 

 

9. Consultation and engagement 

9.1 Young people were consulted and engaged in helping shape the Eurocities 
conference programme, contributing to a number of creative and engagement 
aspects of the programme. 

9.2 The Young Ambassadors Social Media Group was active for several months in 
advance of the conference and continues to be active, with more Edinburgh 
members now joining the discussion. 

 

10. Background reading/external references 

10.1 Eurocities Conference and Cityies4Europe Campaign, report to Corporate Policy 
and Strategy Committee, 27 February 2018, Item 8.3  



 

Education, Children and Families Committee 11 December 2018 Page 6 

 

10.2 http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/4229/corporate policy and strategy 
committee 

10.3 Cities4EuropeCampaign: Young Ambassadors in Europe 2018. 
http://cities4europe.eurocities.eu-campaign/index.html#/search-
results/1536576510626 

 

 

Alistair Gaw 

Executive Director Communities and Families 

Contact: Linda Lees, Lifelong Learning Strategic Manager 

E-mail: linda.lees@edinburgh.gov.uk | Tel: 0131 123 4567 

 

11. Appendices  
 

11.1 Appendix 1 Eurocities 2018 Young Ambassadors Programme 
11.2 Appendix 2 Candidates for the Plenary Session with the First Minister 
11.3 Appendix 3 Overview of the youth programme 
11.4 Appendix 4 Board of ideas 
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